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Mariano Faget was convicted May 30 of charges stemming from a Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) espionage investigation. Although the government did not attempt to prove that Faget was
a spy, it convinced a jury in Miami that he had violated the law by having contacts with Cuban
diplomats. Other charges against Faget were disclosure of classified government documents, lying
to federal authorities, and failing to report his foreign business interests on a federal securityclearance application.
Faget, 54, was acting deputy director of the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) office
in Miami. He was also a business partner with another Cuban-American, Pedro Font, in New
York. Faget was associated with Font in America-Cuba, Inc., a company that planned to engage in
business activities in Cuba when the US embargo against trade with Cuba is lifted (see NotiCen,
2000-03-02). Faget and Font, along with other associates, had also set up a company in Panama to
evade US embargo laws. The company planned to buy land in Cuba for a cemetery and offer burial
services there to Cubans in the US.
The FBI was suspicious of Faget when a routine surveillance camera filmed him in the company
of Cuban diplomats, including Jose Imperatori, vice consul in the Cuban Interests Section in
Washington. Imperatori was expelled from the US when Faget was arrested. Because of Faget's
position, those meetings were illegal, said the prosecution. From the surveillance videos, federal
authorities concluded that Imperatori and another diplomat, Luis Molina, were recruiting Faget.
During the trial, an FBI agent testified that the bureau believed that Molina and Imperatori were
Cuban intelligence officers. FBI agents then set up a sting operation in which they told Faget an
invented story that Molina was about to defect to the US. Imperatori had an appointment to met
Font in New York that day. Faget called Font minutes after the FBI agents left his office and passed
the false FBI information on to Font. FBI wanted to turn Faget into an informant In a six-hour session
on Feb. 17, FBI agents tried to get Faget to cooperate in building an espionage case against Font.
During the interview, Faget lied about his contacts with Imperatori and Molina, said the FBI. "We
wanted to determine the nature and scope of Mr. Faget's relationship with the known Cuban
intelligence officers and to obtain his cooperation," said agent James Laflin. "We did not obtain
either of those objectives because Mr. Faget was manipulative and deceitful." Faget testified that he
felt reluctant to cooperate because he did not believe the FBI's claims that Font was a spy.
Faget testified that Font had worked with his father, Col. Mariano Font, in the Anti-Communist
Repression Office (BRAC), in the regime of dictator Fulgencio Batista (1952-1959). Laflin testified
that the FBI wanted to get Faget to become an FBI informant against the alleged Cuban spy ring
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headed by Imperatori. In exchange for that cooperation, Laflin said, "It was unlikely that he would
be prosecuted, and if he would have been, it would be a minimal violation." Videotapes showed
Faget telling the agents he had met Molina only once, but the surveillance tapes showed he had at
least three meetings with the diplomat.
Federal prosecutor Curtis Miner said in his closing arguments that Faget betrayed the trust of the
people by disclosing classified information for his personal business use. In the end, prosecutors
hinged their case on Faget's interest in personal gain and access to Cuban government officials.
Defense attorneys argued that Faget had been improperly questioned during the six-hour interview
and should have been informed of his right to have a lawyer present. They unsuccessfully tried to
have the interview evidence barred from the trial. Faget said on the stand that he made a mistake
in divulging the information to Font. He claimed he was not a spy and merely wanted to alert Font
because he thought Font might be hurt if other Cuban diplomats associated him with a defector.
Since Font was about to meet with Imperatori, Faget said he was concerned that Font might fall
into a trap. During his testimony, Faget said the meetings with Cuban diplomats had nothing to
do with spying but were to discuss the possibilities of doing business in Cuba. "Here was a man,
Luis Molina, who both Mr. Font and I had met with on several occasions," Faget testified, "and here
he was leaving Cuba as you say defecting. And Mr. Imperatori had asked for a meeting with Mr.
Font....I thought, wow, this could be a problem."
Faget testified that the videotaped meeting with Imperatori last October was about business
opportunities in Cuba. "He asked me to come visit Cuba," Faget said. "We weren't talking about
anything subversive." "I told him that the only country in the world where we could have this
conversation was one with freedom and liberty like this one," said Faget. "Of course, he disagreed.
The facts bore out that I was probably wrong and he was probably right." Faget is to be sentenced in
August and could get up to 10 years in prison. [Sources: St. Petersburg Times (Florida), 03/04/00; El
Nuevo Herald (Miami), 05/18/00; Spanish News Service EFE, 03/04/00, 05/22/00; Notimex, 05/23/00;
The Miami Herald, 05/16/00, 05/19/00, 05/24/00; Associated Press, 05/18/00, 05/23/00, 05/30/00; The
New York Times, 05/18/00, 05/31/00]
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